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Troops build bond
COURTNEY TODD
DISPUTES over the South
China Sea may have tensions running high between
the Australian, US and Chinese governments but in the
Territory soldiers from the
three nations worked together to survive in the harsh
bushland as part of Exercise
Kowari.
A feast of seafood and desserts yesterday marked the
end of the three-week survival
exercise that saw 10 soldiers
from each country come together in the Daly River region.
Troops from China’s People’s Liberation Army, United
States Army, US Marine Corps
and Australian Army took part
in team building before learning how find food and water,
make fire and build shelter.
They then put their new
survival skills into practice for
six days.
Warrant Office David Sudholz, a senior survival instructor with NORFORCE, said the
Kowari 2016 cohort were
taught the six survival priories
— food, water, warmth, shelter, health and rescue.
“The participants had to
find water, make the water safe
to drink and find food so they
had the energy to do the other
tasks,” he said. “They’re pretty
much allowed to eat whatever
they catch as … we obtain a
permit which allows us to consume the native animals that
exist in the environment.”
WO Sudholz said the soldiers were “very successful”
hunters. “They’ve caught a
number of agile wallabies
which they’ve managed to
cook up and have a good feed
on,” he said.
“We try and put them near
a water source so there’s been
fish and turtle as well.”

But water also came with
the real threat of crocodiles,
which Kowari participants saw
first-hand.
“On this particular exercise
that was plainly obvious to us
because at the first camp we
had the participants sited at,
we identified a (4.3m) crocodile in that waterway,” WO
Sudholz said. The croc was
trapped and removed by NT
Parks and Wildlife with the
help of the troops.
Kowari participant, Australian Sergeant Carlyle Morgan
said it was “eye-opening” to
work with troops from different nations, especially those
who spoke limited English.
“It could be a struggle however we’re all soldiers so with a
bit of hand gestures, slowing
down and patience we were
able to get our point across to
each other,” he said.
PLA Corporal Zing Wang
also found the language barrier
to be a challenge.
“Even though we all have
the same goal, how to get there
can be different but as time
went on, the communication
and teamwork got better,” he
said.
Sgt Morgan said finding
food and water wasn’t easy ei-

ther. “Probably after the first
24 hours I hit a wall and had no
energy but after that I managed to push through it and I
came good again and then
luckily we got some food,” he
said. “The water was fresh
however it had a lot of bacteria
and foreign matters in it so we
had to constantly be boiling
the water to make sure all 10
people had enough to drink.”
Sgt Morgan’s group managed to catch plenty of fish
and even a turtle to get them
through the survival phase.
Major General Stephen
Porter, Commander of the
Australian Army 2nd Division,
said Exercise Kowari was a
success once again.
“The key thing for this exercise was to bring the participants together, teach them
some skills about survival but
also teach them about leadership and working with different cultures,” he said.
The Major General said
tensions over the South China
Sea didn’t exist at a soldier
level but Exercise Kowari did
show that the nations could
co-operate. Major General Jilu
Zhao from the Chinese PLA
echoed his Australian counterpart’s comment.
“This exercise may not involve a lot of military personnel and it may not last for a
long time … but I think the
most important thing is that
the participants learn from the
exercise and … the friendships,
co-operation and trust they
have established,” he said.
Maj Gen Zhao went on to
say there weren’t any tensions
in the South China Sea.
“Our spokesman from the
National Defence Ministry
and Foreign Affairs Ministry
has clarified our stance,” he
said. “We are not going to accept it or recognise it. Not now
and not in the future.”

Apology
We´re sorry.
In the Woolworths catalogue, on sale Wednesday 7th
September 2016, the Patties Sausage Rolls 450g Pk 12 on
page 14 are unfortunately not available in store.
Sorry for any confusion we´ve caused.

NorForce Survival
Instructor Private
Gordon Dedman
demonstrates how to
make fire at the end of
Excercise Kowari 16 in
the Daly River Region
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